
C
ongratulations on your purchase of D

atadesk’s
Sm

artB
oard™

, the keyboard that w
orks the

w
ay you do.

T
he Sm

artBoard’s patented Sm
artK

ey™
 layout accom

m
odates

the natural m
ovem

ents of your hands and fingers. Typing is
easier, faster and m

o
re co

m
fo

rtable than ever befo
re.

C
o

nnecting Yo
ur S

m
artB

o
ard™

To connect the Sm
artBoard™

 to your com
puter:

1.  Turn off your com
puter.

2. Find the end o
f the keybo

ard co
nnecto

r co
rd that has 4 pins.

   Plug this 4-pin end of the cord into the sm
all round port located in

    the back of the Sm
artBoard™

.
3. Plug the other end of the cord (the end that has 6 pins) into your
   com

puter’s PS/2 keyboard port (the sm
all round port w

ith 6 holes).
   O

n m
ost com

puters,  a keyboard icon (picture) is located above the
    keyboard port.

IM
P

O
R

T
A

N
T

: M
ake sure yo

u plug the 4-pin end, N
O

T
 the 6-pin

end o
f the co

rd into
 the S

m
artB

o
ard™

 o
r yo

u w
ill dam

age the
pins. In so

m
e m

o
dels, the end that plugs into

 yo
ur co

m
puter is

R
E

D
.

4.  R
estart your com

puter.

N
ote:  If you ow

n an older com
puter,

you m
ay have a larger 5-pin AT

 style
port, rather than a PS/2 port. If so,
you w

ill need to purchase a 6-pin
fem

ale to 5-pin m
ale (PS/2-to-AT

)
adapter. T

hese are readily available
at any office or com

puter supply
store or you can order this adapter
fro

m
 

D
atadesk 

by 
co

ntacting
Technical Support at (206) 842-5480,
or em

ail us at:
su

p
p

o
rt@

d
a

ta
-d

e
sk

.c
o

m
.

R
em

in
d

er:  A
LW

AY
S turn your com

puter O
FF before connecting or

disconnecting the Sm
artBoard™

.

1

T
he 4-pin end of the

cord plugs into the
back of the
Sm

artBoard™

T
he 6-pin end of the

cord plugs into the
com

puter’s PS/2 port.



To adjust to the Sm
artBoard™

, just (1) take the 2 m
inute typing retrainer

and (2) each tim
e you have a “C

”, “V
” or “B” typo, type “bob the avocado

cob”. A
t the end of your first day you should be at your old speed, and

by the third day your should be typing faster.

51+ W
P

M
:  A

t this level, your fingers are very tuned into w
here the keys

are, so you w
ill probably m

istype som
e letters initially. In addition to the

“C
”, “V

” and “B” keys, you m
ay also have to slightly readjust for “N

” and
“P”. To get used to the Sm

artBoard™
, just follow

 the instructions directly
above. M

ost typists at this level w
ill adjust by the end of the first day and

w
ill be typing faster w

ithin the first w
eek. Please be patient - it w

ill pay
off w

ith faster, easier typing.

T
he 2 M

inute Typing R
etrainer

T
he easiest w

ay to adjust to the Sm
artBoard™

 is to just type. C
om

plete
the follow

ing drills once or tw
ice (or until com

fortable), and you w
ill be

typing faster and easier in no tim
e.

R
epeat 3 T

im
es:

“A
fter the quick brow

n fox jum
ped over the lazy dog, he chased the kite

over and under the quiet Bavarian zookeeper w
ho w

as holding a xylophone.”

R
epeat 2 T

im
es:

“A
fter B

ob the avocado cob played a m
ean trick on Lucy the quiet

kangaro
o, Lucy decided to

 quickly po
int o

ut his w
icked w

ays.”

H
ow

 is the S
m

artK
ey™

 L
ayo

ut D
ifferent?

T
he Sm

artK
ey™

 Layout is different from
 the standard key layout in tw

o
w

ays. First, the colum
ns of keys are arranged to m

atch the natural
“fanning”m

otion of you fingers w
hen you type. Second, the keys that you

type w
ith your outside fingers are slightly larger than standard-sized keys.

Take the ‘B
O

X
C

A
R

” Test

To dem
onstrate the typing advantages of the Sm

artK
ey™

 Layout, take the
“BO

X
C

A
R

” test. O
n your old keyboard, w

atch how
 your fingers are

forced to m
ove unnaturally w

hen you type the w
ork “BO

X
C

A
R

”. You
have to reach w

ay over the “B”, the “O
” is hard to find, and the “X

” and
“C

” are in unnatural positions. N
ow

 type the w
ord “BO

X
C

A
R

” on the
Sm

artBoard™
. A

ll the letters are right w
here your fingers reach. Just reach

dow
n for the “B”, up for the “O

”, and  dow
n for the “X

” and “C
”. Even

the “R
” is in a m

ore natural position. Typing is just plain sim
pler w

ith the
Sm

artK
ey™

 Layout.xxxx

H
ow

 D
o

 I A
ctivate th

e P
rin

t S
creen

, S
ys R

eq
, S

cro
ll L

o
ck,

P
ause and B

reak K
eys?

K
eybo

ard C
o

ntro
l P

anel

You can use your com
puter’s ‘K

eyboard’ C
ontrol Panel to set the K

ey
R

epeat and D
elay U

ntil R
epeat rates for your Sm

artBoard™
. To access

this C
ontrol Panel, open the STA

RT
 m

enu, go to Settings, select C
ontrol

Panels, then K
eyboard. A

djust the settings as desired.

Y
o

u
 can

 activate th
ese keys by p

ressin
g th

e fo
llow

in
g keys:

Print Screen
R

ight Shift +
 N

um
eric K

eypad “/”
Sys R

eq
R

ight Shift +
 N

um
eric K

eypad “*”
Scroll Lock

R
ight Shift +

 “N
um

 Lock”
Pause

R
ight Shift +

 N
um

eric K
eypad “-”

Break
R

ight Shift +
 N

um
eric K

eypad “+
”

To engage these functions, PR
ESS the R

IG
H

T
 SH

IFT
 key (w

ith the fn on
the skirt), then PR

ESS the key w
ith the dual purpose function you w

ish
to use. You’ll see that the key’s second function is printed on the front of
the key.
Pressing the right shift key sets the keyboard in dual-purpose m

ode and
activates secondary key functions. Pressing any key that is not a dual-
purpose key sets the keyboard back to prim

ary m
ode and deactivates

secondary key functions.

F
unctio

n K
eys: F

1-F
15

T
he Sm

artBoard™
 provides fifteen user-definable function keys. W

indow
s-

style operating system
 softw

are utilizes F
1 as help, F

2 to renam
e an item

,
F

3 to find files or folders and A
LT

+F
4 to quit a program

. F
13 is assigned

to Print Screen. M
icrosoft Excel assigns the F

14 key to toggle the Scroll
Lock function. F

15 is assigned Pause.
Som

e softw
are has preprogram

m
ed functions assigned to these f-keys,

such as M
icrosoft W

ord, W
ord Perfect and N

isus. Please consult your
m

anuals to determ
ine if and how

 this feature is im
plem

ented in your
softw

are.
To get m

axim
um

 utilization from
 your function keys, third-party m

acro
or shortcut softw

are program
s such as K

eyboard Express or M
acro

Express can be used. T
his type of softw

are w
ill allow

 you to design shortcuts
w

hich instantly execute m
ulti-step tasks, reduce com

plex com
m

ands and
program

 functions to a single keystroke.

3
4



T
he N

ext G
eneration K

eyboard

10598 VA
LLEY

 RO
A

D
 N

.E., B
A

IN
BR

ID
G

E ISLA
N

D
, W

A
 98110  •  PH

O
N

E: (206) 842-5480

V
isit o

ur w
ebsite @

 w
w

w
.data-desktech.co

m
fo

r technical info
rm

atio
n, o

r em
ail us at suppo

rt@
data-desk.co

m

Installatio
n and

U
ser G

uide fo
r P

C



A
djusting the W

rist L
eveler:

T
he W

rist Leveler located on the bottom
 of the Sm

artBoard™
 is designed

to provide a straight w
rist position w

hile typing. W
ith the W

rist Leveler,
you can position the Sm

artBoard™
 in 3 w

ays: unelevated, halfw
ay elevated,

or fully elevated. Select the position that is m
ost com

fortable for your
w

ork environm
ent.

Typing w
ith Yo

ur S
m

artB
o

ard™

D
atadesk’s new

 Sm
artBoard™

 has been carefully engineered to encourage
typing in the m

ost natural position. It Incorporates the patented Sm
artKey™

Layout that especially designed to help alleviate both w
rist and finger

stress problem
s.

W
hile other ergonom

ic keyboards are designed to lessen w
rist problem

s,
they ignore the associated finger problem

s w
hich are a m

ajor contributor
to typing discom

fort and repetitive stress injuries. Sm
artBoard™

 is not
only split for the alignm

ent of the w
rists w

ith the forearm
s, but its

Sm
artK

ey™
Layout aligns the colum

ns of keys so they m
atch perfectly the

natural “fanning” of the hands and fingers.

W
ill I have to retrain to type w

ith the Sm
artBoard™

?

N
o. Sm

artBoard™
 retains the standard Q

W
ERT

Y
 form

at, so each finger
types the sam

e letters as on a standard keyboard. H
ow

ever, depending on
your typing skills, it m

ay take a short tim
e to adjust to the slightly different

key positions on the Sm
artK

ey™
 Please find your typing skill level below

to determ
ine the quickest w

ay to get acquainted w
ith the Sm

artBoard™
:

0-30 W
o

rds per m
inute (W

P
M

): If you are fam
iliar w

ith “split” key-
boards, you w

ill not have any problem
. Just take the 2 M

inu
te Typ

in
g

R
etrain

er below
 once or tw

ice, and you should be typing at your old
speed. A

fter a day, you should begin to notice that you are typing faster.
If you haven’t used a “split” keyboard before, it m

ay take you slightly longer
to adapt. Just give it a little tim

e and you w
ill be happy w

ith the results.

31-50 W
P

M
:  A

t this typing speed, you m
ay have to adjust to a couple

letters. In particular, you m
ay find that you are m

istyping “C
”, “V

” and “B”.
T

hat is because, on the standard keyboard, your fingers have to reach
dow

n and to the right to type those letters. O
n the Sm

artBoard™
, the

letters are directly under the “D
”, “F” and “G

” - exactly w
here your fingers

naturally reach. Typos m
ay happen because your fingers are used to reaching

over to the right, w
hen all they have to do is just naturally reach dow

n.2

R
adio

 and Televisio
n Interference

T
he Sm

artBoard™
 has been tested and com

plies w
ith the lim

its for a
C

lass B com
puting device in accordance w

ith Part 15 of the FC
C

 R
ules,

w
hich are designed to provide reasonable protection against such

interference w
hen the equipm

ent is operated in a com
m

ercial or residential
environm

ent. O
peration is subject to the follow

ing tw
o conditions: (1)

this device m
ay not cause harm

ful interference, and (2) this device m
ust

accept any interference received, including interference that m
ay cause

undesired operation.

P
ro

duct R
egistratio

n

You can register your new
 Sm

artBoard™
 by com

pleting and m
ailing the

R
egistration C

ard.
You can also register online at: w

w
w

.data-desk.co
m

D
atadesk Technical S

uppo
rt

You w
ill find quick and easy answ

ers to alm
ost any question on our

w
ebsite. In addition, your can em

ail your questions to suppo
rt@

data-
d

esk.co
m

. Please describe your problem
 in detail, and tell us w

hich
com

puter and operating system
 your are using w

ith your Sm
artBoard™

.
W

e w
ill get back to you w

ithin 24 hours. If you w
ould prefer to reach

technical support by phone, please call (206) 842-5480, M
onday-Friday

9am
-5pm

 (PST
).

W
A

R
N

IN
G

Som
e studies indicate a possible correlation betw

een extended periods
of repetitive m

otion and som
e types of physical pain and injury including

C
arpal Tunnel Syndrom

e, Tendinitis and Tenosynovitis. Take these precautions
to reduce risk of repetitive stress injuries:

• K
eep your w

rists straight w
hile typing

• D
o not rest on your w

rists w
hile typing

• Touch keys lightly
• R

est frequently to avoid m
uscle exhaustion

• A
void unhealthy habits

For further inform
ation, please contact a qualified health professional.

Sm
artBoard™

 Patents:  #
5,366,001 &

 D
348,87

IF
 Y

O
U

 H
A

V
E

 Q
U

E
S

T
IO

N
S

:
If you need further help, please contact D

atadesk Technical Support:
P

H
O

N
E

: (206) 842-5480 • FA
X

: (206) 842-9219
E

M
A

IL
: suppo

rt@
data-desk.co

m


